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We’ve only just begun

As America heads to the polls, short 
lines and calm prevails throughout early 
voting. This is perhaps unsurprising 
given that just under 100 million 
Americans (99,657,079 according to  
the US Elections Project) have already 
cast their vote, which far outstrips the  
47 plus million who voted early in 
2016. In 2016, a total of just under 
139 million people voted which, if this 
number remains steady, implies over 
70% of Americans have already voted.  

The issue for Mr Trump in amongst 
these numbers is that early voters tend 
to have Democratic tendencies, hence 
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the President’s efforts to limit postal 
votes, by ensuring political and legal 
ramifications.  

Currently markets are favouring the 
‘blue’ wave scenario, which implies the 
Democrats take the Senate as well as the 
Presidency. This is the markets’ favoured 
outcome as it would see a larger 
stimulus package passed in Q1 2021 
and add yet more fuel to the ‘raging fire’ 
of equity markets.

With the US polls still open, global 
markets are a sea of green as risk 
appetite bounces. Noticeably,  
European equities outperformed, 
rallying 2.0-3.0%. Oil markets have 
continued their rally back towards the 
USD40 a barrel level, with Crude and 
Brent up 1.7% and 2.3% respectively, 
while gold has cemented yesterday’s 
gains, rallying above USD1,900. The US 
Dollar Index reversed its recent gains, 
which saw the NZD and AUD rally to 
0.6695 and 0.7155 against the USD.   

But I’m not going negative!

The RBA played the long game and 
announced the widely expected rate  
cut to 0.1%, from 0.25%, although  
they also announced a new 6 month 
AUD100 billion bond-buying 
programme, targeting bonds with 
maturities of between 5-10 years. 

This programme will comprise 
of securities issued by the federal 
government, states and territories at an 

expected 80:20 split. The RBA also cut 
the rate paid to commercial lenders for 
their deposits at the central bank, to 
0.0%. After the meeting, RBA Governor, 
Philip Lowe, commented that his focus 
was on full employment and that the 
RBA would not take their interest rates 
negative!

The penny may have finally dropped, 
with talk of the growing US deficit 
finally starting to raise questions, 
especially as to who is going to pay 
for it after China cut its holdings of 
US debt. China was previously the 
largest holder of Treasuries but has 
been gradually shedding those holdings 
amid increasing tensions with the US. 
According to government data, China 
last held USD1.06 trillion of US bonds 
as of August this year, a decline from the 
USD1.24 trillion it held at the end of 
2015. Chinese holdings have now fallen 
to second place, behind Japan.

Following yesterday’s meeting between 
Jack Ma, the PBoC and three Chinese 
financial regulators, the USD37 billion 
Ant Group IPO has been suspended. 

The South China Morning Post has 
reported that China is expected to ban 
imports of Australian wheat, throwing 
into doubt AUD560 million of trade. 

This follows on from an earlier report 
that China is set to also ban Australian 
copper, and sugar, plus delay lobster 
imports. 
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